DOVER

the misrule of Odo and even called on Sweyn, King of Den-
mark, to help her; she underwent a siege in 1138 when
Stephen's wife, Matilda, blockaded the town from the sea;
but the most stirring events in her history occurred in the reign
of John, when Hubert de Burgh held the town for the King.
In 1216, the Pope, having failed to reduce John by spiritual
thunders, called on Louis of France to depose him. Louis
landed with a French army and engines of war to join the
Barons against John, and laid siege to Dover Castle, This
Castle, with its magnificent Tower Keep and curtain walls
twenty feet thick, had just been completed by Henry II. It
was now to stand a siege of fifteen weeks and the assaults of a
siege engine called a * malvoisine '. The death of John, how-
ever, altered the situation in England, the tide turned against
Louis the Frenchman and he was forced to raise the siege.
Meantime a naval fight took place off Dover in 1217 in which
the English destroyed the fleet, which under the command of
a notorious pirate, Eustace the Monk, was bringing reinforce-
ments to Louis* This is the first naval fight in which the
English are known to have manoeuvered for position, for they
kept their wind as though they were going to Calais and as
soon as they had gained the wind of the French, they bore
down on their rear, threw out grapnels and began to fight
hand to hand. The cross-bowmen under Sir Philip D'Albini
poured their arrows on the French ; unslaked lime was cast
in their faces,; finally the ships were boarded, the rigging
cut so that it fell * like a net upon ensnared birds '. Eustace
was found in hiding and was beheaded. The men of Dover
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